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A NOTE FROM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Violence, terrorism, sabotage, bombings, assassinations, radicalism, and extremism are the words that
have become a part of our everyday life in Pakistan in past 15 or so years. It peaked in 2008 and 2009
when Pakistan suftered a suicide blast on almost weekly basis.

We, as conscience members of the society, could not ignore this mayhem around us. How can we stay
indifferent when people are dying around us? That triggered a discussion in Bedari and resulted in the
inclusion of Promotion of Peace and Tolerance as one of Bedari's objectives back in 2009.

Since then, Bedari has executed quite a few projects on peace, tolerance, inter-sectarian and inter-faith harmony, and has learnta
lot through its experiences of working with youth. ‘Peace through Arts' was one such initiative. It remained quite successful in
engaging over 100 youth from various backgrounds in artistic and cultural endeavors, and helped them understand, respect, and
protect diversity. Youth (both male and female) from various sects of Islam and from other religions learnt to work together.
That was a wonderful achievement. It helped in removing so many misconceptions about other sects/religions, and helped us
all learn that we are human beings first; that humanity is the greatest religion. We wanted to share our learning and experience
with our fellows/friends working on this very issue. Hence, you find this book in your hands.

I would like to appreciate all the staff including Imran Majeed, Shehla Manzoor, Avais Malik, and many other who helped with
execution of the project. The mentors engaged the youth, while there were many more people from the community who
helped us in identifying youth, in organizing various events, and in helping us deal with various challenges that arose. I would
like to mention Safeer Ullah Khan (Communications Manager, Bedari) who remained engaged with this project right from
conception till its completion. He deserves the respect and love he enjoys among the young participants. Last but not least, we
are grateful to USIP for entertaining this wild idea, and providing the much needed financial support for the successtul
execution of the project.

Saleem Malik

Executive Director
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BEDARI - A BRIEF PROFILE

Bedari is a national level non-governmental voluntary development
organization in Pakistan working with women and girls for the
promotion and protection of their human rights.

It started its activities around awareness raising and self-growth in
1991 with a land mark community conference on Violence against
women and eventually setting up of Pakistan's first crisis center. It
has developed expertise on issues of gender empowerment,
addressing violence and abuse against women and girls and processes
of attitudinal change.

Seeing the continuous rise of extremism, threat to the right to
belief/religion, and terrorism in the society, Bedari decided to include
promotion of peace and tolerance as one of its objectives in 2009.
Since then, it has run projects and campaigns to promote
peace, tolerance, inter-faith and inter-sectarian harmony through
various means.

'Peace through Arts' is one of our efforts to make this society tolerant
&
and pCZlCClel.

United States Institute of Peace was established in
1984 through a law The United States Institute of
Peace Act, passed by the Congress. It was
established as a publicly funded national
institution chartered to "serve the American
people and the federal government through the
widest possible range of education and training,
basic and applied

research opportunities, and peace information
services on the means to promote international
peace and the resolution of conflicts among the
nations and peoples of the world without recourse
to violence.”

It aims to prevent, mitigate and resolve violent
conflicts around the world by engaging directly in
contflict zones and providing analysis, education
and resources to those working for peace.




BEDARI ON PEACE AND HARMONY

Bedari started its work on peace promotion and conflict mitigation with
a Peace Campaign in District Chakwal in April-May 2009. It was
planned and executed right after the suicide blast in a Shia mosque,
which resulted in the loss of 26 precious lives.

Bedari had already been working in district Chakwal for over a year then.
There were tensions, and it was feared thata Sunni-Shia clash may erupt.
Through efforts of various stakeholders (including those of Bedart), the
Sunni-Shia clash was averted. Then the anger of the community took
another course — Punjabi-Pakhtoon clashes. The situation remained
very tense for a few weeks, but better sense prevailed, and there was no
more violence in Chakwal.

Since the rise of extremist discourse in the society, it has become very
dangerous to discuss the right to belief or religion openly in Pakistan.
However, Bedari learnt through its experience of working with young
men and women from different sectarian/religious backgrounds that if
they are provided a chance to socialize with people from other
religions/sects, the hatred/misconceptions about people following other
religions/sects diminish.

This leads to tolerance and peace in the society. This very idea was shaped
into ‘Peace through Arts'. You would find the details of this project in the
following pages.
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